WVRA Awards and Recognition Guidelines


One of the goals of the West Virginia Reading Association is to recognize professional educators across the state  that have made outstanding contributions in the area of reading literacy.  Recognition of nominees and award winners will take place during our annual conference in November.
The nomination categories are:

THE EDDIE C. KENNEDY AWARD
The award is named in honor of West Virginia University professor, Dr. Eddie C. Kennedy, who has been an inspiration to the many students he taught (1953 – 1976) at WVU and to the membership of the West Virginia Reading Association and Local County Reading Councils. Nominations are to represent ANY certified teacher K-12, across the curriculum that has made an outstanding contribution to helping students become proficient readers and motivating them to become lifelong learners.

THE MADGE MCDANIEL AWARD

(1904 – 2004)


The award is named in honor and in memory of the first elected President of the West Virginia Reading Association, Madge McDaniel, who was, and continues to be an inspiration to the membership of the West Virginia Reading Association and Local County Reading Councils. Nominations are to represent an educator or administrator who has made outstanding contributions to the field or reading literacy.  This may include, but is not limited to:  superintendents, principals, supervisors, Title I directors, county language arts coordinators/supervisors, reading specialists, and staff development coordinators.


Nominations may also represent an educator from a college or university in the field of Education.

THE DR. JENNIE BECHTOLD AWARD

The award is named in honor of Dr. Jennie Bechtold who made numerous contributions to the WVRA.  She served as President of WVRA, IRA Coordinator, and chaired many other committees.  Dr. Bechtold served on the Prestigious IRA Nominations Committee.  Her untiring commitment to WVRA, IRA, and to the many students she mentored, was exemplary.  Nominations should represent teachers who have been employed for 1 – 3 years but who demonstrate excellence in teaching.  This nominee is a full time elementary teacher, Title I  Reading Specialist, or a Reading Interventionist. 

THE CYNTHIA LORENTZ-COOK MEMORIAL GRANT  AWARD
(County or individual member applications must be submitted though a local reading council or affiliate.)


This award was created in 1982 to honor the memory of Cynthia Lorentz-Cook, A Charleston, West Virginia native.  The primary purpose of the award is to provide funds from which local reading councils and members my receive assistance in the development of literacy programs and projects, which are currently beyond their available resources, up to $500.00

*********************


All nomination forms must be postmarked by July 15th .  A nomination packet will be sent to each nominee.  Nominee packets are due by September 22nd.   

More than one nomination in any field can be made by  local reading councils, any person desiring to recognize a colleague or educator, or by self-nomination. 

Please feel free to duplicate this information.
